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SUBJECT :    "Purple  and  Gold" ...  Information  from  officials  of  the  Production  and 


For  those  of  you  who  are  counting  on  raisins  for  your  Christmas  cookies, 
here's  a  "bit  of  good  news. 

Sun-tanned,  purple  raisins  are  expected  to  he  plentiful  this  year. ..for  two 
reasons.    First,  military  needs  are  greatly  reduced.    And  secondly,  the 
California  raisin-grape  crop  is  about  2k  percent  above  average.    Although  the 
western  crop  of  grapes,  both  for  table  use  and  raisin  making  is  exceptionally 
large,  the  Eastern  or  Concord  type  of  grapes  will  be  very  short. 

You  can't  expect  many  new  wrinkles  in  a  fruit  that  dates  back  as  far  as 
raisins  do.    Up  until  a  few  years  ago,  raisins  have  been  sun-dried.    Now  when 
you  shop  for  raisins  you'll  find  two  kinds  on  the  grocer's  shelves. .. sun-dried 


and  dehydrated.    And  you'll  also  have  a  choice  of  color. . .purple  or  golden. 
The  bleached  variety  of  raisins  is  dried  by  artificial  heat.    Then  the 
raisins  are  treated  with  sulphur  to  give  them  a  pale,  golden  color.  Although 
golden  bleached  raisins  cost  more  to  produce  than  their  purple    sisters  they 
are  popular  for  fruit  cakes  and  puddings.    However,  they  are  more  perishable 
than  sun-dried  raisins.    So  you    will  want  to  take  special  care  to  keep  them  in 
a  cool,  dry  place. 

Raisins  will  be  especially  welcome  this  fall  because  their  natural  sweet- 
ness will  supplement  your  short  sugar  ration. 
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